THE BISHOPRIC OF LUgON
Greeting!5 It is generally held that the Instructions were the
work of the young prelate. But whether he is wholly or
only partly author of the book, it is undoubtedly an ex-
pression of his ideas, and in the Ordinances he set them forth
without the vicar-general as intermediary. At this time,
too, he was working on the preparation of another manual,
which was to appear later as The Christian's Instruction.
Unhappily the Catechism of the Diocese of Lugon, printed by
his orders, has never been found: addressed to the whole
body of the faithful, it would have been of still greater
interest to us*
The conspicuous trait of these Brief Instructions, and
what distinguishes them most markedly from the ordi-
nary casuistic treatises, is their practical, straightforward,
human quality. Richelieu strips his work of all those
subtleties and problems, psychological or physiological,
which delight the virtuosity of students of cases of con-
science. For him, the exception does not count. With the
clear-sightedness and precision of plan which marks the
man of action from the pure theorist, he goes straight to
the general and concrete. The believer has duties to God,
to the Church, to the prince, to his country: such is the
division that he adopts, in accordance with the beliefs of
the time. Within these heads, he does not bother about
nice points and vexing disputation; he goes straight to the
goal, proceeding by simple, unyielding affirmations. But
nothing is more remarkable than the seeming moderation
of his suggestion regarding Protestantism, There we see
very clearly the manipulative skill of a ruler who, not yet
feeling secure in solid power, is reluctant to seek violent
contest, and simply to attain by moderation and prudence
such gains as will later enable him to make a more vigorous
effort. Furthermore, on this ground he showed his anxiety
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